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such and such a place, etc. This rumour, on reflection, is trans-
parently idiotic for lots of reasons, yet many people believed it.
I half believed it.
Monday, May zgth.
Talking with Captain	, Brigade Major, last night, apparently
an intelligent man, I mentioned the corruption of the Russian
administration. He said: " Well, we aren't much better our-
selves." I then learnt that he believed that Essen was not
attacked by our aeroplanes because Asquith holds shares in
Krupps 1 And yet one is expected to discuss politics seriously
with such intelligences.
Thursday, June xst.
Lieut. Myers told me yesterday that the 'gas officer' came
down yesterday to inspect gas-helmet efficiency of troops down
here. Asked what would be the effect of gas on horses, he said
he didn't know. And he an alleged expert. He afterwards
found out from a man in the A.S.C. who had been at the front
what the effect was. Myers pointed out that the whole A.S.C.
here had only 25 helmets. The Gas Officer said that that would
be all right, and that as soon as an alarm was given the necessary
helmets would be forwarded ! I seem to see it!
Sergeant Humberstone had his son down here yesterday.
Humberstone has been all his life in the army—Coldstreams etc.,
and is called " Dad " by all the other Non-com, officers.
His son received a commission on the field for gallantry.
When he came home, considerably knocked about, and met his
father, his father saluted him, whereupon the son threw his
arms round his father's neck and kissed him. During his visit
here, father has introduced him with restrained pride to Myers
and others. Humberstone is a very nice old man.
Monday, June $fh.
A Brigade Staff Captain, speaking of invasion last night, said
the Germans were expected to try for it in August, and not
before. He said they were waiting for a chance all last year.
3 Army Corps had been practised in landings for a very long
time. The finest troops. But lately, one corps, or part of it,
had been taken for Verdun. Asked how he knew all these
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